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1.  Socio-ecological Coviability, a new pathway 

Thinking a sustainability trajectory requires reinventing ways of the existing. This 
"reinvention" is defined by getting out of the partition that is made between 
human societies and non-humans. 
The reasoning starts from the challenge of metamorphosing the relationship 
between humans and the living, by leaving the question of an "environment" 
(what surrounds societies) to adopt the idea of continuity between humans and 
other living entities.

A new trajectory is proposed, socio-ecological coviability, for a sustainable 
development that reintegrates humans into the living around a common health. 
The objective here is to develop a new trajectory of sustainability translated by a 
way of life unifying the living, by a model of viability of social groups to their 
environment, which is a socio-ecological coviability. 
Viability is defined as the capacity to exist sustainably, to flourish, to feel good and 
to be happy (more than to stay safe)



Socio-ecological coviability is therefore defined as a property of interdependence that 
depends on the interac7ons between human and non-human systems and is based on 
viability links. 
Within living organisms, the networks of interac7ons form an intertwining expressing 
interconnec7ons that define a collec7ve, based on common health. 
The capacity of species to manage the components of their environment and the 
resul7ng biological balances are the result of different evolu7onary histories that lead 
to the emergence of new characters. 
Thus, the interspecific associa7ons exis7ng in the living world are par7cularly 
condi7oned by the evolu7on of each partner species. 

Reconnec7ng man to nature therefore means placing man in a network of 
interac7ons between the species in his environment and is essen7al to maintain his 
adaptability to the changing world and the dynamics of his evolu7onary history. 

The coviability concept-paradigm sets out the prospects for a world where all the 
components interact and evolve in a sustainable manner.



Figure : Interdependence between humans and the living: the collective (community) defining the different
modes of relationship between humans and non-humans. 

This figure shows the ways of 
existing within a framework of 
socio-ecological coviability. 
Ways of thinking and being
define relational ontologies: 
spiritual, assimilation, analogy
and viability. 

Western or westernized
societies do not appear in this
figure because they are in a 
separation with the living. 
They define a so-called
naturalistic ontology which
places the human in a 
relationship of predation
towards nature. 



The recent COP15 draft of the Convention on Biological Diversity (1992) is based 

on a "theory of change" and on the objective of living in harmony with nature 

through a Global Biodiversity Framework.

This theory of change provides a plan to "bring about a transformative change in 

the relationship between society and biodiversity and to ensure, by 2050, the 

realisation of the shared vision of 'living in harmony with nature’.

However, we can fear not going far enough and always remaining in the 

separation of the human and the living.

Coviability bring a real paradigm shift that is envisaged: moving from an 

opposition of man to nature to an alliance, a shared existence, a "living 

together". 



There are at least eight challenges for transdisciplinary research that we can set for 
ourselves in the Highlands project:

1. The ecological consequences of the decisions of territorial actors and public 
policies, behaviours and practices on the living.  

2. The relationship between human health and environmental health: how do 
damage to ecosystems and the degradation of biodiversity impact the health of social 
groups, with a particular focus on the relationship between ecological resilience and 
health.

3. Modes of existence (ways of being alive, ways of living in the area): levels of 
pressure on resources, artificialisation of environments, the place occupied by 
humans in living organisms (status, physical space, etc.) all help to define the ontology 
of the relationship with living organisms.

4. Legal regulation by the State, local authorities and populations (indigenous law): 
what place do rights (state, local and endogenous) have in relation to living beings?



5. The socio-cognitive representations of the human-nature relationship existing in 
the territories and their adequacy to the environmental policies adopted at the 
territorial level.

6. Ecological solidarity: how can it be heard, understood and accepted by the actors 
in the territory (natural and legal persons)? with the aim of generating a change in 
the mode of regulation.

7. Adaptation and resilience capacities: impacts on biotopes and biocenosis (land 
use planning, public policies, public health), tipping points encountered or to come 
in the territory under study.

8. Reconstructing a common house by reconnecting humans to the biosphere: how 
to introduce viability links into politics and law, practices and lifestyles, 
representations and decision-making in relation to non-humans, local economic 
relations (fashion, etc.), and the relationship between humans and the biosphere.



To conclude on this too
quick presentation of 
coviability, this figure 
presents the passage to be
made between the old
world, of separation, and 
the new world of relations, 
of links between humans
and non-humans

Figure: the shift from human environment to biosphere



A PASTORAL PACT
Co-construction of a legal
regulation for the maintenance of 
pastoralism

2. Pastoral Pact : an experience towards socio-ecological coviability



on an intercommunality in Cevennes
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Causses Aigoual Cévennes
« Terres solidaires » / solidarity lands



The Pastoral Pact
Goals : maintain and sustain pastoralism

Preamble :

• a mul&func&onality of space
9 obliga&ons socialy accepted

• status of pastoral prac&ce: common interest

Ar0cles : 
• pastoral servitude
• pastoral priority
• pastoral area/zoning in spa&al planning
• recovery of abandoned lands for pastoralism
• Transhumance routes
• pastoral farm succession &  installa&on



The Pastoral Pact
Process of co-
construction2012

2013

2014

2015



The Pastoral Pact
the operational implementation

Ø Organization of a dedicated committee (CAPPI : Pact Pastoral 
Animation Committee)

ØCall for projects  à Development of an action program

« Terra Rural »



The Pastoral Pact
the operational implementation

§ Inform elected officials on land tools
§ integrating pastoralism into spatial planning
§ Guarantee the mobility of herds on the transhumance routes (“drailles”)



The Pastoral Pact
the operational implementation

§ 8 installation-transmission-security 
actions 

7 municipalities of the territory targeted :
Communal installation project
Resumption of abandoned pastures
Securing access to land for breeders

§ Promote the farms transmission 
§ Assistance for access to land for farmers 

or future breeders

Tools used: Cartography, 
meetings, pastoral 
diagnosis…



The Pastoral Pact
the operational implementation

§ Animation
§ Awareness of elected people, 

landowners, residents, hunters, 
foresters ... on pastoralism

§ Sharing the approach with other 
territories

§ Concerted management of the 
action program



Thanks you very much for your a1en2on


